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Background to Nagaland 
 

Nagaland is a state in North East India,  

bordering on Burma to the East and Assam to 

the West.  Although part of India since 1947, 

Nagaland is ethnically, culturally,  

economically and spiritually different from the 

rest of the country.  The Naga people bear 

Mongolian features and are divided into 16 main tribal groups.  Some live 

in the few main towns but the majority live in the 800+ small, isolated 

rural villages, surviving mainly on agriculture and animal rearing.  In 

such places, the infrastructure is very inadequate and 

there is limited funding from the Government. There 

are poor roads, limited electricity and running water, 

poor telecommunications and lack of educational 

and medical facilities.  Despite all this, the people 

are extremely warm, hospitable and generous with a 

deep Christian faith. 

Akumen Village 
What’s it like? 
 

Akumen village is a small, isolated village 

surrounded by beautiful jungle with 400 

adults and 100 children and young people 

close to the Assam border.  The village has 

just received electricity but there is no run-

ning water and only a narrow dirt access 

road dug by the villagers.  The nearest bus is 

3 km away.  The village infrastructure is 

very simple but orderly overseen by the village chief and a council of 8 

men.  Akumen has a small school for the youngest children, a village hall 

and a church providing the focus of the community.  The villagers live in 

simple cane, wood and bamboo houses. The level of Government funding 

to develop the infrastructure of the village has been pitifully small and 

this lack makes life in the village extremely limited.   

 

You may feel moved to join us in making this Children’s  

Education Programme a reality by contributing to it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cheques should be made payable to Southwick Christian Missions 

Fund marked on the back Nagaland Education.  
 

For any who are U.K. tax payers you can Gift Aid your donation 

so that we can claim the tax back.  Please ask for details should 

you need them.  

Please send any donations to: 
 

 Revd Lynda Hulcoop 

 1-5 Roman Crescent 

 Southwick 

 West Sussex 

 BN42 4TY 

If you have any queries, please phone 01903 522279 or e mail:  

lhulcoop@ntlworld.com 

If you want to find out more about this and other aspects of the 

Nagaland Project, please visit our website southwick-ccc.org.uk 

and click on Missions. 

 

Thank you so much for your interest. 
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New Educational  

Initiatives  

for 2008/09 

Our aim is to ensure that all hundred or so school age 

children in Akumen benefit from the education  

available in the village and in the neighbouring vil-

lage of Saring.  To this end, we continue to offer a 

sponsorship scheme for all children.  For those in the village in 

the first five classes, sponsorship costs a mere £10 per year.  This ensures that 

the school registration fee is paid, each child has workbooks and pencils and 

a percentage of it helps pay the salary of one locally appointed village 

teacher.  For the older children going to the neighbouring village of Saring, 

£30 per year provides enough for their schooling and board and lodging with 

families.  The cost of this sponsorship programme per annum is in the region 

of £2,000. 

On previous visits to the village teams have spent time 

running children’s programmes with new activities and 

have set up sports competitions for both children and adults 

to enter.  This has had a very positive effect in developing individual   

performance and team work.  Now the aim is to develop a broader programme 

of sports for the villagers.  Currently the only sport’s provision is a small  

uneven volleyball court.  The aim now is to find a piece of flat land in the  

village and mark it out as a sports field for use in playing cricket, football,  

basketball and netball.  Also we would like to provide a table tennis table for 

use indoors in the rainy season.  We have been given football and cricket  

equipment but need to raise funds to develop the land and buy others sports 

gear.  For this we are seeking to raise £3000.  We believe this project will  

benefit those from Akumen village and the many surrounding villages in  

stimulating healthy competition and fun. 

There is an urgent need for the village children to have greater access to resources to stimulate 

their learning.  None of the children own books and the educational resources provided by the 

Government are extremely limited.  As a result, children are slow to learn and have limited  

experience of the wider world which severely restricts their academic performance.  Our aim is 

to establish a small resource centre in the village which will have books, audio and visual materials for the 

use of both children and adults.  To achieve this, we need funding to buy more books in both English and Naga 

language.  We have a supply of educational cassettes, still used in India, but need to buy a couple of cassette  

recorders.  We have already purchased a DVD player and have some educational DVDs but need a television 

screen to show them.  Alongside this equipment, we need funding to build shelves and make tables and chairs.  

When a team visits in November 2008, members will help set up the centre and develop a cataloguing system for 

the books.  We will also hold reading competitions to stimulate children to use the resources and train the  

teachers in ways of making learning more fun.  Costs for all this will be in the region of £3000. 
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Why are we doing this project? 
 

In 2005 and 2006, groups from Southwick Christian Community Church 

visited Akumen village as a result of links with Alemla Twiss, a Naga 

lady living in the UK.  The aim was to work with the villagers in their 

poor, remote jungle community on a range of projects:  education of  

children/youth, training of teachers, setting up a basic medical station, a 

building project extending the village church. 
 

During our stays we were able to have exten-

sive contact with the 100 village children and 

the teachers of the school.  We observed first 

hand the terrible lack of teaching aids and  

educational resources in the small school which 

provides the first 5 years of education for  

children.  In addition we observed that some 

children were not at school due to lack of  

financial resources and motivation from their parents to encourage them 

to attend.  At the same time, in participating in the  

children’s clubs we ran each afternoon during our visit, 

we saw how able the children were and how responsive 

they were to learning new songs, games, craft activities, 

stories etc. 
 

During our November 2006 visit, we established the 

school’s small garden project, purchased a few books as 

a forerunner to the reading room being set up and  

provided sponsorship to ensure all the village children were receiving 

education. 

How can you be involved? 
 

A. Sponsorship 
 

This education project is one where even a small amount of money can 

make a big difference to a child’s life in Akumen village. 
 

£10  will ensure that one child can participate in school in the village for 

 1 year, buying the pencils, exercise books and mark book needed to 

 be eligible to attend. 
 

£15  will ensure that one child can attend school for 1 year and will buy 

 2 or 3 books which can be placed in the library for a child to read. 
 

£20  will enable us to buy several more expensive reference books such 

 as dictionaries, encyclopaedias for the school library. 
 

£30  will enable us to buy some further equipment for the school which 

 will be useful for teaching purposes e.g. a cassette recorder, a video 

 player, musical instruments, gardening equipment for the school 

 land project etc. 
 

£30  will enable one child from the village to go for 1 year’s secondary 

 education in Saring village, covering tuition and living expenses 

 there. 
 

 

B. Child prayer link. 
 

You may also feel that you would like to take special interest in an  

individual child in the village and offer to support him/her in prayer and 

interest.  If you would like to participate in this, we will be able to supply 

you with a picture and basic details of the child.  As we get information 

about any of the children from the village, we 

will be able to keep you informed of their  

progress and needs. 
 

If you would like to participate in the child 

prayer link, please contact Mr Bill Dale on 

01273 416455 who will be able to supply you 

with a picture and basic details of the child(ren) 

you will be responsible for praying for.  


